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OUR MISSION
The  Junior  League  of  Minneapolis  is  an  organization  of  women  committed  to  promoting 
voluntarism,  developing  the  potential  of  women  and  improving  the  community  through  the 
effective  action  and  leadership  of  trained  volunteers.  Its  purpose  is  exclusively  educational 
and  charitable. The  Junior  League of Minneapolis  reaches out  to women of  all  races,  religions 
and  national  origins  who  demonstrate  an  interest  in  and  commitment  to  voluntarism.

To become part of women building better 
communities, connect with us.

Insta

WE HAVE BEEN CHANGING  
     LIVES SINCE 1923.

WE ARE PROBLEM-  
    SOLVERS.

      WE WORK TO 
                          REDUCE THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP.

  WE ARE THE JUNIOR  
LEAGUE OF MINNEAPOLIS.

The Junior League of 
Minneapolis, Inc. (JLM) 

is a charitable nonpro�t 
organization of women 

developed to be civic leaders that 
create demonstrable community 

impact. The JLM was, and continues 
to be, the driving force behind a 

variety of initiatives and institutions 
that make the community a healthier, 

more vital place to live. Established in 
1923, the JLM continues to develop 

projects that ful�ll unmet needs in 
the Minneapolis community.

Changing Lives

since 1923



The JLM starts Helping Hands, a service designed 
to support community agencies and JLM projects 
past and future by doing “done-in-a-day” projects.

1943
A JLM cookbook is 

published with members 
handwriting favorite 

recipes. It raises $3,283.

2010
The JLM relaunches its advocacy 

efforts via a new committee.  
The committee works to educate 

League members on the 
community’s achievement gap.

2002-Present 
Partnering with The Wallin Foundation, the 

JLM offers a renewable annual scholar-
ship to a high school senior who exhibits 
both academic and volunteer excellence.

2011
After more than two years  

of research, JLM membership 
votes to become an issue-based 

League and focus community 
efforts on strategies to close 

the achievement gap.

1990-1997
Project Break-Through, in partnership with  
The Salvation Army, offers low-income fam-
ilies a chance to break the cycle of poverty. 

1973-1974
The JLM celebrates  

50 years by organizing 
the First Conference on 
Voluntarism and a gala 

that raises $75,000 for its 
Community Trust Fund.

1925-1969
The Children’s Theatre project 
brings JLM-produced and 
performed plays into schools. 
Thousands of children 
enjoy the performances.

1954-1974
The Puppetry Committee is organized to 
give shows to hospitals, schools and via 
TV. Highlights include a special project 
with WCCO-TV and an original play shown 
on KTCA to more than 100,000 children.

1947-1948 
In cooperation with the Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts and the public schools, 
the JLM acts as guides for school-
children’s tours at the Institute.

1976-1983 
The JLM’s efforts on behalf of 
child abuse lead to the Greater 
Minneapolis Crisis Nursery. The 
nonprofit still provides safe shelter 
to children during times of stress.

1997 
The JLM helps launch The Jeremiah Project, 
a nonprofit that helps single moms and 
their kids grow to their full potential.

2004-2010 
Books 4 Kids collects and distributes more than 
250,000 books to kids from low-income families, 
increasing their potential for success in school.

2011 
The JLM launches 
Get on Board 
training to help 
prepare members for 
nonprofit board roles.

1951-1952
The JLM produces jointly with the 

Junior League of St. Paul a classical 
music TV program for children watched 

by 90,000 viewers each week.

1991-1998
MOTHEREAD/FATHEREAD-MN, 

in conjunction with the Min-
nesota Humanities Commission, 

strengthens enjoyment of reading 
between parents and children.

1987 
Celebrated Seasons, the 

second JLM cookbook, is 
produced as a fundraiser.

1998-1999
To honor its 75th anniversary, the JLM 

starts the Adopt a Child Care Chal-
lenge which secures and donates 

75,000 items to assist the start-up of 
new in-home child care providers.

2003 
In collaboration with the Junior 

League of St. Paul, the JLM 
launches its Always Superb 

cookbook as a fundraiser.

1954
The JLM gives $5,000 to help open the  
Opportunity Workshop for mentally 
disabled young people and pledges  
$2,000 annually for the next three years.

2000-2005 
Young mothers enrolled in  

the Division of Indian Work’s  
Teen Parents Program (SEEDS/
Lifeskills) are taught a variety 
of life skills by JLM members.

2003-2009 
JLM members serve as 
mentors for St. Louis Park 
Junior High School girls 
through Breakfast Buddies.

1994 
The JLM helps bring the healing 
power of creative arts to young 
victims of abuse or neglect through 
the nonprofit Free Arts Minnesota.

The Minneapolis Junior League 
holds its first meeting on November 
9, 1923. The 60 members elect 
Katharine Phelps as President.

The JLM is part of a 
community initiative to 
help with early childhood 
development, United 
Way’s Success by 6™.

The JLM pledges $21,000 payable 
over three years for the formation of 
a Children’s Hospital. The December 
1954 Follies raises almost the 
entire amount of the pledge.

The Clothes Line Thrift Shop serves as both a fundraiser 
and a service, providing gently used clothing at 
affordable prices. Profits are $4,559 the first year.

Efforts are put into media coverage of 
how to reduce juvenile delinquency and 
vandalism using billboards and spot TV ads.

Too Early Pregnancy works to provide advocacy and 
teenage pregnancy prevention. In 1988, a grant from 
the Ronald McDonald Children’s Charities allows 
for the production of a video, “Too Far, Too Fast.”

The American Girl Fashion Show® fundraiser 
features local girls ages 5-12 showcasing the  
historical and current offerings from the  
American Girl® collection.

JLM membership approves two new 
projects, Hands-on Math, Engineering and 
Science (H.O.M.E.S.) and Write to Thrive.

1966-Present 
The Chorus offers music therapy to 

any group who can benefit, from 
schools to nursing homes.

The historic Walker Library 
building is purchased to 
provide a permanent home 
for The Clothes Line. 

Winter Market, an annual fundraiser, features 
unique vendors from across the country as well 
as events such as celebrity chef demonstrations.

2005
The JLM and the Minnesota 
Center for Photography bring The 
Girl Culture exhibit to Minneapolis, 
featuring photographer Lauren 
Greenfield. More than 8,500 people 
view the exhibit, designed to show 
the effect of media messages on 
issues like eating disorders, low 
self-esteem and depression.


