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President
The 2008-09 Junior League of 
Minneapolis year will be a time to 
refine and build upon the changes 
made during the 2007-08 year.  It 
will also be a time to Celebrate 
85 Years of Service during which 
the JLM has trained women to be 
volunteer leaders and has helped 

build a better community here in Minneapolis.  

Our celebration will occur throughout the year.  You 
can look forward to the JLM Bus Tour in October, the 
second annual Impact Day volunteer event in Janu-
ary, and a special reception at the May meeting.  You 
will also have the opportunity to hear the stories of 85 
Leaguers, as we celebrate the women of the JLM.  

Today’s JLM is full of bright and dynamic women – 
actives and sustainers alike.  It is an honor for me 
to have the opportunity to lead our Junior League.  
Together, we will continue to fulfill our mission – pro-
moting voluntarism, developing women and improv-
ing our community – just as women of the JLM have 
done for the last 85 years.

Warmest regards,

Emily Backstrom
2008-2009 President

Board of directors

The Junior Leagu of Minneapolis would lik 
to thank all of the members who served on 

the 2007-2008 Board of Directors, and made 
the past year successful. We are priviledged 
to have the following members serve as the 
Board of Directors for the 2008-2009 year:

President
Emily Backstrom

President elect
Anna Lyon

VP AdministrAtion
Julie Dosek

VP community
Sarah Borchers

VP FinAnce / cFo
Maggie Kirchoff

VP FundrAisers
Jessica Zeaske

VP mArketing
Tara Sullivan

VP membershiP
Stephanie Bartling

VP Projects
Heather Tansey

recording secretAry
Sarah McLeod

legAl AdVisor
Adriana Leudke

sustAiner rePresentAtiVe



‘Third Thursday’ was a new fundraising concept created for the 2007-2008 Junior League year. Each month members were 
offered a new venue where a portion of the proceeds of the event were donated back to the League. Highlights from the 
past year include making pre-made meals at Sociale Gourmet, shopping for fall clothes at Hot Mama, selecting shoes and 
handbags from Cole Haan, purchasing books from Barnes and Noble, attending a seminar on interior design with RCC 
Interiors and learning new gardening tips for the spring from Bachman’s. Our Third Thursday events raised over $3500.

Our 3rd annual Breakfast with Santa event was held at Wayzata Country Club on Saturday, December 8. This year we hosted over 220 people 
and included a coloring contest, crafts, carols, pictures, food and of course a visit with Santa. This event continues to grow and we look forward to 
hosting Breakfast with Santa at Wayzata Country Club again in December.

The 2007-2008 Junior League of Minneapolis New Member Class hosted the Bunny Brunch at Golden Valley Country Club on March 16, 2008.  
Many members of the Junior League of Minneapolis, their friends and families enjoyed a morning of fun with toys and treats for all.  We “hop” this 
tradition will continue in the years to come.

fundraisers

eVe oF the eVe

sPeciAl eVents, giFts & grAnts

AmericAn girl FAshion show
The Seventh Annual American Girl Fashion Show® was held the weekend of March 7 – 9 at the Park Plaza Hotel in 
Bloomington. With six shows initially planned, an additional show was added a week before the event due to the over-
whelming number of ticket requests and model applications. With an original goal of raising $28,500, through hard work 
and dedication, the American Girl committee surpassed their goal and raised more than $46,000.  

The American Girl Fashion Show draws from throughout the community. Over 80% of our attendees and participants are not affiliated with the Ju-
nior League of Minneapolis. However, many Junior Leaguer members attend the event and their daughters enjoy being part of the show.  

The Junior League of Minneapolis embraced an opportunity to raise $50,000 by hosting a new event in 2007, Eve of 
the Eve. This one-night, themed gala benefiting the Junior League of Minneapolis is held on December 30th and is the 
perfect alternative to the traditional New Year’s Eve party by avoiding common New Year’s obstacles: babysitter availability, hard-to-get reserva-
tions and crazy traffic.  

Volunteers transformed Windows on Minnesota into New York-themed New Year’s Eve. With many hours of hard work, we surpassed our goal 
and raised almost $57,000 to support the Junior League of Minneapolis and our community projects and services. Over 400 guests danced to a 
live Big Band, played casino games, bid in silent and live auctions, three “wall of wine” raffles, and two intense rounds of Heads or Tails. Members 
contributed bottles of wine, auction items, purchased tickets and put in numerous volunteer hours to help make this event a success. Appearances 
by a real-life “Statue” of Liberty, Miss Minnesota and Miss Teen Minnesota also contributed to the party atmosphere.



Breakfast Buddies program pairs Junior 
League of Minneapolis and community vol-
unteers with nearly 60 seventh and eighth 

grade girls at St. Louis Park Junior High School in a year-long mentoring program. 
 
Monthly breakfast sessions provide an opportunity for mentors to consistently con-
nect with a small group of young women at a critical point in their academic careers. 
Throughout the year, mentors forge meaningful relationships while serving as role 
models in team building, goal development and career exploration exercises.  

During the 2007-2008 school year, the curriculum included sessions on community 
service, safe use of social networking sites, such as Facebook and MySpace, and 
two intensive sessions on careers. The students also took two career exploration 
field trips to General Mills and Methodist Hospital.

The search for confidence and acceptance in the social and academic universe can 
be challenging for teenage girls. Thanks to the Junior League of Minneapolis and 
dedicated community volunteers, Breakfast Buddies provides meaningful, consis-
tent encouragement as well as exposure to new experiences that just might inspire 
tomorrow’s female leaders to reach for the stars.  

Projects

The Books 4 Kids committee is pleased to 
announce the collection of 66,000 books 
and 10,000 teacher’s manuals. We have 
distributed 57,000 books to 11,650 under-

served kids in Minneapolis. Books were collected from 
individuals, schools, local businesses and our first book 
collection social event. The largest source of books was 
from schools, ranging from preschool to high school, which 
participated in school challenges. A new component of the 
project was to host a book collection event at Park Tavern 
in St. Louis Park. The event was a huge success, collect-
ing 1,600 books during a 3-hour bowling party for Junior 
League of Minneapolis family and friends.  

Gilda’s Club Twin Cities (GCTC) is a free, home-like meeting 
place where people living with cancer, along with their families 
and friends, can join others to build emotional and social sup-
port as a supplement to medical care. The Junior League of 
Minneapolis is the Founding Volunteer Sponsor of the Noogie-
land Program, the area of the clubhouse dedicated to children 
and teens impacted by cancer.

During GCTC’s capital campaign phase to develop their club-
house, the Junior League of Minneapolis has taken on the role 
of informing our community of this important, much needed 
organization. We have reached out to the many Gilda’s Clubs 

around the country to gather best practices and deliverables.  In addition, we began 
hosting information sessions for Junior League of Minneapolis members to increase 
their knowledge about GCTC. Outreach events, hosted by our trained members, 
were kicked off this year. These events are a grass-roots effort to educate our fami-
lies, friends, neighbors and coworkers about the need for Gilda’s Club in the Twin 
Cities. 

The JLM membership adopted a 
new project this spring called Kids 
in the Kitchen. The goal of the 
Kids in the Kitchen initiative is to 

empower youth to make healthy lifestyle choices and help 
reverse the growth of childhood obesity and its associated 
health issues. This initiative is also supported by The Asso-
ciation of Junior Leagues International Inc. and its member 
Leagues nationwide.

The Junior League of Minneapolis is partnering with a va-
riety of organizations to bring this program to kids ranging 
from third to sixth grade.  Our first event was at Waite Park 
Community School in April, and was a great success. The 
24 kids who participated were engaged and excited about 
cooking healthy dishes, creating personalized recipe boxes 
filled with numerous recipes and other information.  Future 
projects will be with Big Brothers Big Sisters and People 
Serving People, a major provider of emergency housing 
assistance and support services in Hennepin County for 
children and families.  



services financials

Project imPAct dAy

leAgueAires

statement of financial Position
(May 31, 2008)

finacncial Position        2008          2007 
Total Assests            $1,347,869        $1,325,769
Total Liabilities     $83,550             $76,222
Net Assests                        $1,264,319        $1,249,547
Total Liabilities & Net Assets          $1,347,869        $1,325,769

activities 
Revenue                    
Contributions, Gifts & Grants   $55,858   $81,446
Fundraiser     $  $105,568
Membership Dues                $87,716              $74,143
Other      $                $14,609
Total Revenue               $311,236 $275,766

exPenses
Program Services   $172,387           $175,447
Supportive Services   $104,232 $105,514
Total Expenses   $276,619 $280,961
Change in Net Assets     $14,772  ($5,195)

cash flows
Net Cash from (used for)   
Operating Activites    $87,008   $63,814
Investing Activities    $                ($1,037)
Financing Activities    $                    $0
Net Decrease in Cash    $           $62,777
Cash - Beginning of the Year  $458,287 $395,765
Net Increase in Cash               $608,325 $458,542

Making a difference in the community is always 
a top priority for the Junior League of Min-
neapolis. On January 8, in place of our gen-
eral meeting, a special evening was arranged 

for membership to serve Bridging, Inc. This fit perfectly with our 
2007-2008 Junior League of Minneapolis theme being “Creating 
Change Together.”
 

Thanks to the Junior League of Minneapolis for sponsoring anoth-
er successful year of the singing group LeagueAires! Audiences in 
over 40 locations throughout the Twin Cities were able to clap, sing 
along or tap a toe to One Hundred Years of Broadway. Our mission 
is to put a song in the heart or a smile on the face with therapeutic 
music to the elderly, adults or children with mental & physical chal-
lenges and the disadvantaged children in our community! 

In addition to their regular busy schedule, the LeagueAires found 
time to sing at The Minnesota History Center for their Seniors in 
Mind series, as well as a gala for the dew MacPhail Center for 
Music.

the womAn’s club
The Junior League of Minneapolis completed the sale of our 
Golden Valley building in October and found a new home with the 
Woman’s Club of Minneapolis.

The 2007-2008 Building Ad Hoc, led by sustainer Kathy Klingen, 
worked tirelessly to organize the move and find a new location. 
With the help of Nancy Lindahl, the Junior League of Minneapolis 
forged a relationship to build out and occupy an office space at 
the Woman’s Club. The Woman’s Club of Minneapolis is non-profit 
women’s organization operated for charitable, education, civic and 
social services.  Their mission is similar to the Junior League of 
Minneapolis and the two organizations seem to be a perfect com-
plement to each other.



Junior League of MinneapoLis
www.JLMinneapolis.org

thank you to all our suPPorters!

Office: 763-545-9423
Fax: 612-573-6551

410 Oak Grove Street
Minneapolis, MN 55403

individuaL Monetary
Karin Abel
Margaret Anderson
David & Debra Andreas
Margaret Ankeny
Delphine Aubourg
Emily & Eric Backstrom
Pam Badger
M.J. Baker
Linda Bartling
Eleanor Bathe
Barb Beard
Elizabeth Bennett
Karie Bergeron
Caroline Berghult
Lois Ann Bickel
Lynn Bohm
Sarah Borchers
Erin Brass
Rebecca Brown
Marilyn T. Bryant
Jean Buckner
Jon & Susan Campbell
Stephanie Carleton
Marcia Carthaus
Mary & Paul Cederberg
Marilyn Christiansen
Emily Clausman
Cheryl Clausman
Virginia Conklin
Mary (MK) Countryman
Cynthia Courtney
Melissa Crow
Sarah Curfman
Carolyn Dahl
Patricia Davis
Kathleen Dodson-Smith
Eunice Dwan
Christine Ebert
Bette Englund
Pat Fleet
Meleah Follen
Sarah Foster
Margene Fox
Judy Furber

Amber Gall
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Jane G. Gordon
Anne Gorman
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Stefanie Haglund
Jan Hale
Charlotte Hanley-Jacobson
Mary Jane Hauser
Bonnie Hayden
Mary Boyd Hesdorfer
Kathryn Hetherington
Sue Hodder
Marilyn & George Hoghaug
Heidi Holley
Amanda Hornsten
Ellen Houts
Heather Huber
Jan Humphrey
Patricia Jaffray
Anne Jennen
Anne Kaufman
Janet Kinzler
Gale Kirby
Maggie Kirchoff
Kathy Klingen
Carrie Knowles
Katie Kraus
Melissa & Scott Krusemark
Molly Lagermeier
Rafina Larsen
Debbie Dove Larson
Rachel LaTour
Lori Lauber
Nancy Lindahl
Adriana Luedke
Wendy Lundsgaard
Anna & Chris Lyon
Kerry Mahoney
Christine Martin
Sharon Mattison

Edith McClintock
Jean McGough Holten
Sarah McLeod
Donna McRoberts
Velia Melrose
Beverly Meyer
Elizabeth Monico
Virginia Morris
Tara Morrison
Kirsten Muller
Patty & David Murphy
Kris Newcomer
Joe & Ruth Noack
Becky Odland
Paula Ogg
Anna Olson
Jackie Olson
Emily O’Neill
Mary Pagnucco
Beth Patten
Katherine Petersen
Jennifer Peterson
Betty Peyton
Norma Pierson
Jane & Sean Pirtle
Kathryn Pluhar
Amy Psaris
Jill Ragatz
Allison Ratwik
Katherine Recher
Jean Reissner
Jennifer Reusse
JoAnn Rich
Carolyn Riley
Mary Robbins
Anne Salmen
Chris & Jennifer Sawyer
Jo Ellen Saylor
Colleen Schleider
Laura Schmerse
Kit Schmoker
Katie Septer
Debra Sit
Rachel Smith

Mary Hill Smith
Carol Smith
Janet Spoor
Sheila & Robert Stageberg
Lynda Stahl
Christina Stattine
Sara Sternberger
Jan Storey
Carol Louise Sundet-Meeker
Virginia Sweatt
Heather Tansey
Susan Trammell
Jane Truckenbrod
Leslie Turner
Emily Anne Tuttle
Karin VanDyke
Lisa Walker
Maxine H. Wallin
Linda Westenberg
Eleanor Westerberg
Ardele Wheeler
Elizabeth Wild
Patricia Williams
Suzie Wilmot
Krista Wilson
Stacy Winjum
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Judy Wright
Vicki Wyard

individuaL in-kinid donors

Corporate 
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Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
US Bank
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GE Foundation
United Way

Beard Group
Leland Zaremba
Two Men and a Truck


